
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



REVIEWS. 



Une Vue d' Ensemble de la Question Sociale ; le Probleme, la 
Mithode. By Louis Wuarin. Paris : L. Larose. Pp. 266. 
Fr. 3.50. 

This compact little volume is full of mature and available wisdom 
about everyday phases of social questions. Professor Wuarin writes 
not as a closet philosopher but from close touch with affairs, and his 
book has the flavor of personal experience and experiment. He 
summarizes the history of "the social question," and then shows that 
it is a problem of more than one unknown quantity. The third part 
of the book is a discussion of method — not of abstract theorizing about 
the social question, but of reaching conclusions about what to do in 
the portion of the problem in which one may be a possible factor. A 
fourth part discusses "obstacles in social economy," viz., politics, 
polemic processes, the social environment, prostitution, religion, senti- 
mentality, irreligion, social Darwinism, professional whims, dilettan- 
tism, political economy. The whole treatment is judicial, and while 
no strikingly fresh views are presented, the book is a distinct contri- 
bution to the reference literature of social reform. 

Albion W. Small. 



Conscience et Volonti Sociales. By J. Novicow. Bibliotheque 
sociologique internationale. No. VI. Paris : V. Giard et 
E. Briere. Pp. 381. Broche 6fr. 

This book will both amuse and instruct American readers. It 
pushes analysis in social psychology into details which even Schaeffle 
has left practically unnoticed, but it urges some special conclusions 
about social structure with a seriousness which democrats will hardly 
be able to share. M. Novicow frankly admires British aristocracy 
as an institution. He believes that a glorified British aristocracy is 
essential to the highest social attainment, and he finds conclusive 
reasons for his creed in the organic concept of society! Our faith in the 
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" organic concept " would hardly be equal to the strain if it actually 
did sanction such deductions. Happily the "organic concept" and 
British aristocracy have no more relation to each other than the world 
order has to any other accident of human institutions. 

Apart from this fantasy, which does not affect the substance of the 
argument, the book is suggestive and helpful. It expounds facts of 
social consciousness in a way which very fairly covers the territory of 
social psychology. It is objective and concrete in treatment. It 
finds its phenomena not in prehistoric times but chiefly in the modern 
world. Tammany Hall, and President Cleveland's Venezuela message 
furnish illustrations, and the presence of such material makes the book 
seem to be dealing with reality much more than is usually the case 
with works upon like subjects. I should say that this is the most 
important of M. Novicow's works, and I place it confidently in the list 
of books with which every sociologist must become familiar. 

Albion W. Small. 



Theories Modernes sur les Origines de la Famille, de la Sociiti et 
de I'E-tat. Par Adolphe Posada. Translated from the 
Spanish by F. de Zeltner. Paris : V. Giard et E. Briere. 

This work presents a very clear and concise survey of the modern 
researches, opinions, and speculations in respect to the prehistoric 
forms of the family and regulative institutions. The author starts 
from the principles assumed by all schools. Man is not the only social 
being, and the study of animal societies furnishes materials for a 
clearer conception of human associations. The psychology of primi- 
tive man must be studied in order to comprehend the remains of his 
institutions. The data for such study are gathered from relations of 
travelers, ancient laws and usages, myths, traditions, and archaeologi- 
cal remains. All society begins with barbarous conditions. All races 
have something in common at the same stage of evolution. Degener- 
ate races disappear ; progressive races survive. There are fundamental 
analogies between primitive man and modern savages. Truth is 
reached from a rational interpretation of phenomena, not from mere 
historical description. Upon the basis of these principles the various 
theories of the origin of households and political organization are 
discussed. 

The theory of the patriarchate, as held by Maine, is first analyzed. 



